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HOW TAC WORKS:

Tourist Area and Corridor (TAC) Signing is a
system of supplemental guide signs which
directs motorists to eligible individual
attractions by directing them first to groups of
attractions. Attractions are grouped into
geographical areas and sub-areas. Each area or
sub-area will have a defined roadway corridor to
provide access to the attractions within.

Signing starts with mainline signs on
expressways or major highways which name the
geographical areas. Then ramp signs and
conventional road area signs guide motorists to
the corridor in an area or sub-area. Along the
area or sub-area corridor, individual attraction
trailblazing signs line up the turns for the
individual attractions. Further individual
attraction trailblazing signs then guide motorists
from the corridor to the drop-off zone or parking
entrance for an attraction.

Individual Attraction Trailblazing Signs

Conventional Road
Area Sign

Ramp Sign

Mainline Sign

TOBEGINTHE PROCESS. ..

Attractions interested in being a part of the TAC
Signing Program may contact the Maryland
State Highway Administration (SHA), Office of
Traffic and Safety/Traffic Engineering Design
Division, to obtain an application.
The application is also available at
www.roads.maryland.gov by typing TAC in the

search engine. The attraction submits a
completed application along with brochures
and/or other support materials which can
document its potential eligibility. The
application and/or support material is to be
mailed or emailed to the SHA address shown on
the TAC application. The material is forwarded
to the Eligibility Committee for review.

If the attraction is approved, the SHA then
investigates whether there is space available to
sign for the attraction. An eligible individual
attraction can be signed starting from the nearest
TAC corridor, but only if there is space available
for every sign that is needed to trailblaze to the
attraction. (Note that in dense urban areas, TAC
signs point to parking facilities for groups of
attractions.) If signing is feasible, the SHA then
prepares plans for review by the Tourism
Director and other government stakeholders as
applicable. After the plans are approved, the
SHA contractors then install the signs.






